[Clinical problems in the treatment of primary central nervous system malignant lymphoma].
While the treatment of extracerebral lymphomas with the combination of chemotherapy and radiotherapy has drastically improved outcomes, the treatment of primary central nervous system malignant lymphoma(PCNSML) has been disappointing. Because of the variety of clinical presentations, progression of disease, and treatment modalities, careful inspection of factors which influence survival may suggest possible approaches for a more effective management in each case. In this report, clinical problems in the treatment of PCNSML was discussed with presenting cases experienced at Tenri hospital since 1983. There were twenty-one cases of histologically proven PCNSML. Surgical resection was undertaken in 11 patients. The remaining patients underwent biopsy only. All patients received radiation therapy. Various modality of chemotherapy was performed in 14 cases. Tumor recurrence was occurred at one or more CNS sites, including 3 patients who had meningeal relapse and one patient who also relapsed outside the CNS. The median survival time was estimated to be 15 months. Among the 9 patients alive at last contact the median length of follow up was 31.5 months(range 4 to 56 months). The following problems were presented and discussed; 1) varieties of initial clinical presentations, 2) variable recurrence patterns, metastases including CSF dissemination and extracranial metastases, 3) treatment-related leukoencephalopathy.